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Reflections on 150 Years

“Are there any other Baptists in Winston? If so, come meet at my house on Saturday night.”

– An advertisement written by Alfred Henry Holland in November 1870, from which the church
we know and love as First Baptist Church on Fifth began.

“The First Baptist Church has a glorious heritage. Development has come, sometimes with great
travail, but changes have come to keep the church related to the times in which it exists. And as its
steeple points heavenward, its lights shine, and its music sounds, so that it brings light and joy to that
part of mankind which it may reach. And so with all the strength we have, and with all the earnestness
of true followers of your Lord and ours, Mr. Holland, we are carrying the torch which you lighted 100
years ago.”
 
– An excerpt from the church’s story as written by Church Historian, Lettie G. Bowers, upon the
occasion of the 100th anniversary celebration, September 1971. 

In every season, God creates and makes all things new.
In every season, waters rise and fires overcome. Suffering threatens to end all we know.
Yet in every season, Christ’s light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it.

This pattern of order – disorder – reorder becomes the rhythm of human life. For individuals and
communities, this cycle repeats and returns throughout our days. Ecclesiastes gives language to
such an experience, to the times for planting and plucking, for mourning and dancing, for living
and dying. And along the way, God invites us into nothing short of transformation. For
resurrection is our story and our song!

Dear church, we know these movements of order, disorder, and reorder. For indeed through our
life together across these 150 years, our church has lived these rhythms again and again.
Buildings built, and buildings torn down. Churches merged, and churches planted. Ministries
begun, and ministries ended. Commitments renewed, and new convictions discovered. Beloved
lives lost and mourned, and a beloved community who celebrates the fullness of all people
dancing with newfound joy. 

In a world that increasingly feels fraught with prolonged disorder, it is within God’s graces of
beloved community that we remember and practice the truth that persists through all the ages:
God is with us. And so, beloved church, no matter what our next season may hold, we carry the
torch! We plant the seeds. We set the table long and wide, and invite all to the feast. We carry
one another, and we journey together on the way. For in every season, God’s steadfast love
endures forever. Thanks be to God!

 

  Together in God's work of Love,
 

Emily Hull McGee
Pastor, First Baptist on Fifth



First on Fifth Family,

Today you celebrate 150 years of ministry and mission! While I regret that I cannot be with you
in person, I want you to know that you are on my heart and in my prayers as you mark this
historic day with worship and fellowship. More than four decades ago, in 1979, I became part of
the First Baptist Family, and over the years you have played a transforming role in my life, faith,
and call to ministry. Sunday School teachers, youth ministry volunteer leaders, peers, people who
came through children’s and youth ministry at First on Fifth while I was in college joined pastors,
youth ministers, music ministers and others on staff in surrounding me with love, helping me
discover my gifts, showing me the depth of God’s incredible love in Jesus Christ, and helping me
see that by sheer grace I could be part of Christ’s mission in the world. You gave me my first
chances to serve. On Palm Sunday evening of 1993, you ordained me to the Gospel Ministry. My
story of life and faith will be forever joined to yours, and I will always see myself in community
with you.

Throughout the church’s history, there have been so many times when you found yourselves on
the front lines of faithful innovation, courageous witness, and community transformation. That
was the case when Brown Memorial merged with First Baptist to forge a new congregational
identity. That was certainly the case as you built new facilities in the middle of the last century,
and then found ways initially and persistently to use them not only for congregational ministries,
but also to make the church a convening center and missional presence in Winston-Salem to
shelter the homeless, feed the hungry, and bring people of good will together. You have pursued
ministry partnerships across racial lines. Not that long ago, you showed tremendous courage and
vision in releasing facilities in order to position your church family for a more vibrant witness in a
new era when ministry will be more about relationships and less about programming. Through it
all, you have sought to more and more boldly embody and extend the love of God in Jesus
Christ. Christ has been at work in you, and the Risen Jesus is at work in you again.

So I pray that on this day you can thank God for all the ways God has changed and is changing
you. I pray you can look back with gratitude and look forward with hope. I pray you can see the
ways the Holy Spirit has given you healing, perseverance and sustaining grace when times have
not been easy. And you can know, deep within, that the God who has begun a good work among
you is not finished with you, but instead is preparing you once again to thrive in bold love and
boundless compassion.

As was written to the Philippians two millennia ago, so I write to you: “I thank
my God every time I remember you, thankful for your partnership in the
Gospel from the first day until now. And I am confident that the one who
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” 
Thanks be to God!

In Christ,

Paul Baxley
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship



150TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION SUNDAY

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

☩ Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

First Baptist Church on Fifth  ☩  September 18, 2022 ☩ 11:00AM



First Baptist Church on Fifth, Winston-Salem
Sunday, September 18, 2022 ☩ 11:00 AM

PRELUDE:   Fanfares and Flourishes                                                                          James Curnow

Steve Sutton, trumpet
Luke Boudreault, trumpet

Garrett Klein, trumpet
Ben Weber, horn

Seth Frack, trombone
Brent Harvey, tuba

Jacob Hill, organ

INVITATION TO WORSHIP                                                                                Emily Hull McGee

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                      Richard Groves & Paul McCraw

CHORAL INTROIT: Upon This Rock                                                                         John Ness Beck
Sanctuary Choir

 
         Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give
         thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
         bound in heaven. and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Upon this
         rock I will build my church. Lo, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear
         on the earth; the time of singing of birds has come. Arise and come away. Arise! Upon this rock
         I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it!

Please stand and join the choir in singing:

Leader:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all the generations
All:         In every season, O God, you are here.
Leader:  You have been our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble.
All:         In every season, O God, you are here.
Leader:  Your mercies are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
All:         In every season, O God, you are here.
Leader:  Upon this rock, you have built your church.
All:         In every season, O God, you are here. For 150 years, God’s presence has
               guided the people of First Baptist Church on Fifth toward bold love and
               boundless compassion. May we be a witness in every season to come!                                  



*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                                          Amy McClure

        Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you.
        All:          And also with you.  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8                                                 Roper Halverson
   
        Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.   
        All:          Thanks be to God.

IN EVERY SEASON: 150 YEARS OF RELATIONSHIPS IN OUR COMMUNITY
        In Winston-Salem                                                                                                      Allen Joines
         For the common good                                                                                        Margaret Elliott
   
A LITANY OF CELEBRATION AND GRATITUDE            Lee Anne Stiffler & David Williamson

        Leader:  God of all creation, for the vision and hope of Alfred Holland and the first 
                       charter members of our church who dreamt of a Baptist presence in Winston, 
         All:          We give you thanks, O Lord.
        Leader:  For the faithfulness and foresight of our early congregation who sacrificed and
                       gave of themselves so that the church could have a place to call home,
         All:         We give you thanks, O Lord.
        Leader:  For the creativity and holy risk of our ancestors who merged existing churches   
                      and planted new churches, trusting that God would give the growth,
         All:         We give you thanks, O Lord.



        Leader:  For the conviction and advocacy of our friends who met urban need with real
                       presence, and who in Christ housed the homeless, clothed the naked, and fed
                       the hungry,
        All:          We give you thanks, O Lord.
        Leader:  For the generosity and care of all our church’s pastors and staff, who
                       shepherded your people in particular, profound ways,
        All:          We give you thanks, O Lord.
        Leader:  For the bold love and boundless compassion of our church’s people, who have
                       taught and encouraged, discerned and led, worshiped and cared, loved and
                       lived as if your kingdom was indeed at hand,
         All:         We give you thanks, O Lord.
        Leader:  For baptisms and ordinations, for weddings and funerals, for pot-luck meals and
                       prayer meetings, for singing the songs of faith and learning the stories of Jesus,    
                       and for the sacred ordinary task of being beloved community with one another,
         All:         We give you thanks, O Lord. 
        Leader:  For the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, rising as one to    
                      cheer us onward,
        All:         We give you thanks, O Lord.
        Leader:  For the generations who will come behind us, enjoying the fruit that today’s
                      seeds will bear,
        All:         We give you thanks, O Lord.  In every season, may your bold love and  
                        boundless compassion stir this church, O God, readying us with hope for the
                        worship that is our very lives!

 
 ANTHEM: Renew Your Church                                                                                     Lloyd Larson

Sanctuary Choir
 

         Renew Your church, our ministries restore: both to serve and adore. Make us again as salt
         throughout the land, and as light from a stand. ‘Mid somber shadows of the night, where greed
         and hatreds spread their blight, O send us forth with power endued, help us, Lord, be renewed.
         Teach us Your Word, reveal its truth divine, on our path let it shine; tell of Your works, Your
         mighty acts of grace, from each page show Your face. As You have loved us, sent Your Son and
         our salvation now is won, O let our hearts with love be stirred, help us, Lord, know Your Word.
         Teach us to pray, for You are ever near, Your still small voice, Lord let us hear. Our souls are
         restless till they rest in You, this the goal we pursue. Before Your presence keep us still that we
         may find Your will. We’ll seek Your guidance every day. Lord, teach us how to pray. Teach us to
         love, with strength of heart and mind, each and all, humankind; break down old walls of
         prejudice and hate, leave us not to our fate. As You have loved and given Your life to end 
         hostility and strife, O share Your grace from heaven above, teach us, Lord, teach us how to
         love. Amen.

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                           Kyle Caudle



THE LORD’S PRAYER

        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
        Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
        Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
        as we forgive those who trespass against us.
        And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
        For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: 2 Corinthians. 3:17-4:1,7;1 Corinthians 15:5    Annice Hogsette

        Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.   
        All:          Thanks be to God.

SERMON: In Every Season: Hope for the Road Ahead            David Hughes & Emily Hull McGee
 
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION    

*HYMN OF RESPONSE: Beloved in Every Season                                                            NETTLETON

        God calls all to respond! Our church welcomes you to share a new desire to follow in the way
         of Jesus or to join our congregation as a member. As we sing, please come to the front of the
         sanctuary and share your commitment.



PRAYER FOR THE GIFTS WE GIVE                                                                                   Chris Gambill

        The giving of our material possessions, as well as our very lives, is an important part of active, 
         vibrant worship. At the conclusion of the worship service, you will find offering plates at the
         exit doors for those who would like to make a financial contribution to support our church’s
         ministries. To give online, you will find information in this worship guide and at our website,
         firstonfifth.org.  

THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY                                                                        Emily Hull McGee

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                     OLD HUNDREDTH
        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
        praise God, all creatures here below;
        praise God above, ye heavenly host;
        praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                    Emily Hull McGee

POSTLUDE: Fanfares                                                                                               Calvin Hampton
Jacob Hill, Organ

*Those who are able will please stand.

WE ARE A COMMUNITY 
IN THE HEART OF THE CITY
CALLED BY JESUS
TO PRACTICE BOLD LOVE 
OF GOD AND NEIGHBOR
AND BOUNDLESS COMPASSION 
FOR ALL PEOPLE. 
First Baptist Church on Fifth Vision Statement, 
Adopted in 2018 



WORSHIP LEADERS
Kyle Caudle
Minister for Youth & Spiritual Formation, 2006-2009
Minister of Congregational Life, 2013-2016

Margaret Elliott
Executive Director, Crisis Control

Chris Gambill
Chair, Deacons 
Executive Director, Center for Congregational Health

Richard Groves
Member, 150th Anniversary Task Force

Roper Halverson
Member

Peggy Haymes
Hymn-writer of “Beloved in Every Season”
Former member, First Baptist Church on Fifth

Annice Hogsette
Member 

David Hughes
Pastor, First Baptist on Fifth, 1991-2013

Amy McClure
Associate Pastor for Children, Senior Adults, & Pastoral Care, 2015-present

Paul McCraw
Church Historian
Member, 150th Anniversary Task Force

Emily Hull McGee
Pastor, First Baptist on Fifth, 2015–present

Allen Joines
Mayor, City of Winston-Salem

Lee Anne Stiffler
Member, 150th Anniversary Task Force

David Williamson
Associate Pastor for Worship, Arts, and Administration, 1998-present



FLOWERS TODAY
Our flowers today are given to the glory of God to celebrate the mission and ministry of
First Baptist Church on Fifth and the remarkable beloved community who brings them
to life! 

SERVING TODAY
Deacons of the Week: Joani Hughes and Chris Gambill
Children & Families Greeter: Kim Wilkinson
Streaming & Sound: Billy Choe, Martha Greene, Greg Ryder, Judy Eustice, Jeff
Burchette

IF YOU ARE NEW, WELCOME!
If you are visiting with us today for the first time, we welcome you! Please fill out a
Connection Card located in the back of the pews, and give it to a minister or drop into
the offering plate after worship. This allows us to extend our hospitality and connect
you deeply with our church. If you’re visiting with young children, we welcome them in
whatever way is best for your family! Creative resources for our little ones guide their
experience of worship in the Sanctuary, and worship care for infants – kindergarten is
available in the nursery on the first floor.  We’re glad you’re here!

WORSHIPING DURING THE PANDEMIC
We thank you for your care for one another in every season! Masking is optional for
worshipers. The balcony continues to be reserved for those preferring greater distance.
Extra masks and hand sanitizer are available at all three entrances to the sanctuary.

HOW WE SUSTAIN MINISTRY THROUGH FBC
Thank you for giving faithfully to God through the ministries of our church! Should you
desire to give today to God’s work of Love through First on Fifth, you can do so by
placing your gift in the offering plates upon your exit from the room, or by scanning the
QR code to give online. Because you will need to enter your personal financial
information when registering online, we encourage you to set up your account on a
secure network at home before using the app for the first time.

SERVICE DETAILS



Members of our 150th Anniversary Task Force, whose careful and tireless energies
made possible our celebrations this year! These members are: Richard Groves, Kim
Hovis, Joani Hughes, Joseph Jones, Leslie Lowdermilk, Paul McCraw, Linda Stewart, and
Lee Anne Stiffler. 

Joseph Jones and Peggy Haymes, two skilled artists whose work brought meaning to
our anniversary celebrations. Joseph Jones carefully and expertly restored old furniture
from past church buildings, which are now on display in the History Exhibit in the
Baraca Room (1st floor). Peggy Haymes wrote the beautiful words to “Beloved in Every
Season” that we sing today, drawing from her family’s long love of our church and her
fierce hope for the seasons to come. 

Our church staff, whose thoughtful and creative work on our anniversary events have
made possible this year to celebrate!

Our special guests, including community leaders Mayor Allen Joines and Margaret
Elliott, as well as all of you who are “coming home” and joining us today for our
anniversary events.  

Our beloved church family, whose love for God and neighbor is expressed with
profound resonance in our life together.

God, from whom all blessings flow!

WITH GRATITUDE FOR



Sally Barbour
Accounting Manager
sally@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1103

Amelia Britt
Pastoral Intern
amelia@firstonfifth.org

Nikki Byers
Minister for Missions
nikki@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1005

Abigail Cook
Communications Specialist   
abigail@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1101

Jacob Hill
Music Associate / Organist
jake@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1004

Zack Jackson
Pastoral Intern
zack@firstonfifth.org

Rev. Amy McClure
Associate Pastor
Children, Senior Adults, Pastoral Care
amy@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1002

Rev. Emily Hull McGee
Pastor 
emily@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1001

Rev. David Williamson
Associate Pastor for Worship, Arts, Administration
david@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1003

John Young
Facilities Manager
john@firstonfifth.org | Ext. 1102

CHURCH STAFF



First Baptist Church is completing its 150th year as community of faith in Winston Salem. I have been
a member of the congregation for almost sixty years, almost thirty of which has been as church
historian. Here are some observations of that history.

When the church was organized on September 22, 1871, there were five charter members, and
twelve more joined by baptism; the town had just under 500. Since then, the church has had
thousands of members, worshiped in three different church houses, had two mission pastors, ten full
time pastors, and many more who served as associate and interim pastors. The small town of Winston
was one of the fastest-growing towns in the South in the years following the Civil War, and when
merged with Salem became the largest city in the state by 1920. It is a city of over 250,000 today. In
spite of all these changes, certain things have remained constant for the church.

The church has been a community of faith meeting the spiritual needs of its members as they practice
the teachings of Jesus, but they have always been a community that reached out beyond their own
community to others. In the early days, that meant that as the city grew in different directions, new
mission stations, later churches, were organized. That occurred first in the four quadrants of the city.
Later, it not only built churches in newer suburbs, but out in the county as well. At least ten churches
were begun with full support of First Baptist, but numerous others, even beyond county lines thru the
auspices of the Pilot Mountain Baptist Association, which was founded by our pastor, Dr. Henry
Brown. The church was always active in Baptist organization: NC Baptist and Southern Baptist
Conventions, later Cooperative Baptist Fellowship NC and Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global.

One of the great strengths of the church has been its involvement in missions: home, foreign, and later
urban. During the 1940s, the church paid the way for two missionaries to East Asia, both of whose
services were interrupted by World War II. In the 1950s, the church was one of the first in the state to
open an urban mission near Tenth and Patterson; in 1973 it became Crisis Control Ministries,
supported by churches of all denominations. Since then, members have participated in mission work in
the Dominican Republic.

The church has always placed great emphasis on good music, not only as a worship aid, but also as a
teaching ministry for youth of the church and beyond. Throughout the years after World War II, the
church presented many musical performances for the public. In the 1960-70s, a church sponsored
youth choir had over 500 members from throughout the city, one hundred of whom represented the
city as the "Mayor's Majority." A strong emphasis on music continues till this day.

The church seems to have always adapted to new ways of ministry and service. In the late 1950s, the
laity led the church to move in new directions, including establishing services for the downtown urban
areas and internally meeting the needs of the whole person. To do that, the church employed some of
the state's first ministers of Missions and Recreation. The church worked with other downtown
churches to open the "Downtown Church Center" to serve the needy in the area and to enlarge the
Patterson Avenue Mission Center; other such ministries have continued to serve the area. In 1961,
the church built a new building for enhancing the needs of its members, including a chapel and
gymnasium/
recreation area.

Throughout these and many other constants, the church members, at
what ever time in history, always believed that they were seeking and
doing what they perceived to be the will of God at their time in history.

Respectively submitted,
Paul McCraw, Church Historian



October 2

ON THE WAY
November 5

FALL FESTIVAL 

The people we meet, those who cheer us
on, what we carry, what we leave, the
ground below us, where we go, what we
hear, where the path leads, what abides
on the way, we are followers of The Way
of Jesus. Join us on a year long journey of
discipleship, friendship, and growth. The
trailmarker begins October 2.

Call all your grandkids, neighbors, and
friends and join us November 5 from
10AM-12PM for a community outreach
event! We will have games, snacks, music
and most of all, fun! This is your
opportunity to invite that person you know
could use a little community, support, or
hope! This event is intended for all ages. 

Save the date as we savor the rituals of the
season of Advent together. Mark your
calendar for the Sundays of Advent,
November 27 and December 4, 11, 18, 25.
Our much anticipated service of Lessons
and Carols will be December 11. Join us
and abide in hope, love, joy, and peace this
season of Advent.

November 27

ADVENT

LOOKING AHEAD
to our next season 



501 West Fifth Street
Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina 27101
336-722-2558
firstonfifth.org
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