
 

Worship Guide for First Baptist Church on Fifth 
Sunday, October 25, 2020  +  Winston-Salem, NC 

Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

 
 

Moses Sees the Promised Land From Afar, by James Tissot 

 
 

"Even if I knew the world would end tomorrow,  
I would still plant a tree today."  

 
- Martin Luther 
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Prelude: The Lord’s My Shepherd 
 

+++ 
 

Invitation to Worship  
Welcome to worship with First on Fifth! 

 
+++ 

 

Hymn: Word of God Across the Ages 
 

Word of God, across the ages comes the message to our life; 
source of hope forever present in our toil and fears and strife; 

constant witness to God’s mercy, still our grace what-e’er befall, 
guide unfailing, strength eternal, offered freely to us all. 

 

Story of the wondrous journey from the shadows of the night; 
garnered truth of sage and prophet, guiding forward into light; 

words and deeds of Christ our Master, pointing to the life and way, 
still appealing, still inspiring, ‘mid the struggles of today. 

 
+++ 

 

Passing the Peace 
Turn to those around you -- your family, your pets, your neighbors, your friends --  

and share these words:  
May the peace of Christ be with you!   

And also with you! 
 

+++ 
 

Presentation from the Minister for Youth Search Committee 
Joanne Henley, Chair of Personnel Committee 

 
+++ 

 

New Testament Lesson  
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 
+++ 

 

Prayer of Confession 
The New Testament lesson calls us 

to examine our own words and motives. 
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So let us open our lives to the examination of the Spirit 

that we might find forgiveness and restoration. 
Let us pray: 

 

Lord, we confess: 
we do not live as those worthy to be entrusted 

with the good news of your grace; 
we relate to others callously 

as though we do not trust that gospel ourselves;  
we seek to please others 

in order to mask our insecurity or a need for power. 
Our motives are mixed and impure. 
Lord, forgive us and transform us, 

as we seek to be fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
+++ 

 

Words of Assurance 
Beloved ones, believe again the gospel, 

that in Christ we are accepted, forgiven, and loved. 
While it is true that we have sinned,  

it is a greater truth that we are forgiven 
through God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
 

++ 
 

Old Testament Lesson 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 
+++ 

 

Response: Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
 

+++ 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

+++ 
 

Homily 
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Once Defined, Always Defining: Legacy 

 
+++ 

 

Hymn: Higher Ground 
 

I’m pressing on the upward way,  
new heights I’m gaining every day; 

still praying a I onward bound, 
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 

Lord, lift me up and let me stand, 
by faith, on heaven’s tableland, 

a higher plane than I have found; 
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 

 

I want to scale the utmost height 
and catch a gleam of glory bright; 

but still I’ll pray till heaven I’ve found, 
“Lord, lead me on to higher ground.” 

Lord, lift me up and let me stand, 
by faith, on heaven’s tableland, 

a higher plane than I have found; 
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 

 
+++ 

 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below! 

O praise God! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,  

And praise the Spirit, Three in One. 
O praise God, O praise God, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

+++ 
 

Benediction  
 

+++ 
 

Postlude: Gigue 
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