
      
Dear Church Family of First Baptist on Fifth, 

The Personnel Committee unanimously and 
enthusiastically recommends the calling of a new 
minister to our church from within our church! It is 
our joy to introduce Rev. Mary Kaylor as our 
candidate for the position of Minister for Youth.  

After a pandemic-related pause in a process that 
began in early March, the Personnel Committee 
began again a focused season of accepting 
resumes, interviewing candidates, and talking with 
references this fall. With additional voices at the 
table representing the youth and their parents, 
the Personnel Committee completed its work 
earlier this month with the unanimous sense of 
calling to Mary, and Mary to us. 

In the course of our work, we felt it important that, 
even in a season of disruption and instability, the church commit a longer timeframe to this 
position that had long been conceived as an Interim role. While it will remain a temporary 
position, allowing the church and the Personnel Committee to continue its work of evaluating 
staffing structures, such a decision allows for deeper stability, broader time for discernment 
about staff needs, and two school years for this person to work with our youth. Following a vote 
by the Deacons and the church this month, the Minister for Youth position will be part-time, 
sustained through an ‘end date’ of June 30, 2022. 

We now invite you to join us for online worship this Sunday, October 25, as Mary shares a bit of 
her story! Then together as a church family, we will vote to affirm Mary as our Minister for Youth 
in a called conference on Tuesday, October 27, at 7:00pm by Zoom. Members can join the 
meeting by phone by calling (646) 558-8656, or access the meeting by clicking the link 
available on our website or in the eBlast. Pending a vote to approve, we’ll celebrate with Mary 
in a drive-through greeting on Sunday, November 1, at 4:00pm in our back parking lot.  

The Personnel Committee has felt led by God all along the way and rejoices in the calling of 
Rev. Mary Kaylor to First on Fifth for such a time as this! 
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In Mary’s words… 
When I felt called to attend seminary I didn't know 
exactly what I was going to do when I graduated but 
I knew I was never going to feel called to serve in 
youth ministry. Admittedly youth ministry scared me 
and felt like it would be too much for me. Well, as 
they say, never say never...  

I believe with my entire being that the youth at First 
on Fifth deserve a minister that is dedicated to 
them. Someone who is interested in them, their 
lives, their faith development. I think back on my 
experience in youth group - the relationships made, 
the trusted adults who invested in my life, the 
experiences we shared - and I yearn for these same 
things for our youth. My mind is already racing with 
ideas of the things we will do together. I am already 
excitedly reaching out to youth minister friends 
asking them for advice. I am thrilled with the idea of 
being the youth minister at First and while the idea 
of youth ministry still scares me a little bit, I know 
God is calling me to serve with the youth during this 
interim season.  
 

Words of affirmation… 
  
 The Personnel Committee was impressed by Mary's educational background and work   
 experience. Her warmth, desire to connect with youth, and deep spiritual awareness    
 resonated with everyone present. Mary is one who listens to God's "spiritual nudges."   
 We look forward to the ways she will lead youth, and our congregation, to do the same. 

  - Joanne Henley, Chair of the Personnel Committee 

 Mary Kaylor is a dynamic, collaborative, visionary minister, one who will shepherd our  
 youth with compassion and conviction. From her leadership within our larger Baptist  
 family to her organizational mind, her profound sensitivity to the needs of young people  
 to her wholly relational approach to ministry, Mary’s leadership among our beloved  
 community will be gift upon gift! I am deeply excited — for our youth, and for us all! 

  - Emily Hull McGee, Pastor

EXPERIENCE 

• Associate Coordinator, CBFNC, 
August 2018 - present 

• Associate Pastor of Children & 
Missions, First Baptist Memphis, 
January 2015 - August 2018 

• Special Event Coordinator and 
Missional Congregations Assistant, 
CBF Global, March 2012 - July 2014 

• ESL Teacher, Banjara Gypsy 
Children's Home (Pune, India 
through CBF Student.Go), 
September 2013 - April 2014 

EDUCATION 

• Master of Divinity,                    
McAfee School of Theology, 2013 

• Master of Business Administration, 
Campbell University, 2008 

• Bachelor of Business Administration, 
Accounting, Campbell University, 
2008
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