Worship Guide for First Baptist Church on Fifth
Sunday, May 3, 2020 + Winston-Salem, NC
The Fourth Sunday of Easter

A Visit  | John August Swanson

This Worship Guide is for you: for the worship of God today,
for words and practices and images to sustain you through the week, for engagement with
your families and communities, for hope in even the deepest places of despair.
On this fourth Sunday of Eastertide, we look to the risen Christ as shepherd and gatekeeper,
who inspires a people to share together from their abundance for the good of the whole.
We practice such abundance as we meet at the table of Love.
Blessings on your worship, beloved community!
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+++

Prelude
+++

Invitation to
Worship
Welcome to
worship with First
on Fifth on this
fourth Sunday of
Eastertide!
+++

Artwork above
We All are One in Jesus Christ  | Soichi Watanabe
+++

New Testament Reading
Acts 2:42-47
+++

Call to Worship
Leader:

Sisters and brothers, let us gather together with glad and generous hearts.

People:

For many signs and wonders are being done among us.

Leader:

Let us break bread together and share our lives in common.

People:

Let us give what we can to all who have needs
so that all people, no matter who they are, may regard us with good will.

Leader:

Let us devote ourselves to our prayers and to the gospel.

People:

For in this way God will add to our numbers every day.

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, C. 2013, Westminster John Knox Press

+++
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+++

Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father,
there is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed, Thy hand hath provided;
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to shield and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed, Thy hand hath provided;
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
+++

Passing the Peace
Turn to those around you -- other people in
your house, your pets, your neighbors outside,
your friends online -- and share these words:
May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
+++

Gospel Reading
John 10:1-10
+++

Artwork to the right
Blessing of the Gate | Jan Richardson
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+++

Psalm
Reading
Psalm 23
We invite you to
join David in
singing
“Shepherd Me,
O God” (below)
intermittently
through his
reading of the
Psalm.
+++

Artwork above
Psalm 23 | John August Swanson

+++

+++
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Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance
Prayer of Confession
God of green pastures,
we confess that we can get so busy and distracted
that we lose sight of your love and care for us.
We forget to live in gratitude
and fail to live lives of goodness and mercy.
Forgive us, heal us, and lead us down gentle paths
that restore our souls.
Through Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, we pray. Amen.
Words of Assurance: 1 Peter 2:24-25
Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Hear this good news:
In Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
+++

Artwork to the right
The Sheepfold, Moonlight
Jean-François Millet
+++

Signs of New Life
Throughout Eastertide, we celebrate stories of our members who are finding signs of new life
springing forth all around us -- a powerful reminder of resurrection hope!
+++
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+++

Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
+++

Homily
Testimony: Sharing Together
+++

Celebration of Communion
We encourage you to find something meaningful that you have nearby
to use for our observance of communion.
+++

Hymn: T
 hey’ll Know We Are Christians
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord.
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
All praise to the Father, from whom all things come.
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son.
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
+++
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+++

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Praise God all creatures here below!
Praise God above ye heavenly host!
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Amen.
+++

Benediction
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