
 

Worship Guide for First Baptist Church on Fifth 
Sunday, May 24, 2020  +  Winston-Salem, NC 

Ascension Sunday 
 

 
 

The Ascension  |  Bagong Kussudiardja 
 

This Worship Guide is for you: for the worship of God today,  
for words and practices and images to sustain you through the week, for engagement with 

your families and communities, for hope in even the deepest places of despair.  
 

On this Ascension Sunday, even as our eyes may follow Christ up in desperation and worry 
about what happens next, may our hearts know nothing short of blessing in the staying. 

 
Blessings on your worship, beloved community! 
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Prelude 
Prelude from Suite No.1 by J.S. Bach 

 

+++ 
 

Invitation to Worship  
Welcome to worship with First on Fifth on this Ascension Sunday!  

 

+++ 
 

Call to Worship: Psalm 47 
 
Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples;  

shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
  
People: For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,  

a great king over all the earth. 
  
Leader: He subdued peoples under us,  

and nations under our feet. 
  
People: He chose our heritage for us,  

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
  
Leader: God has gone up with a shout,  

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
  
People: Sing praises to God, sing praises;  

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
  
Leader:  For God is the king of all the earth;  

sing praises with a psalm. 
  
People:  God is king over the nations;  

God sits on his holy throne. 
  
Leader: The princes of the peoples gather  

as the people of the God of Abraham.  
  
People: For the shields of the earth belong to God;  

he is highly exalted. 
  
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
+++ 
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Hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 
Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own: 
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,  

and hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,  
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save; 

His glories now we sing who died, and rose on high,  
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

 
Crown Him the Lord of love! Behold His hands and side,  

Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified: 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For Thou hast died for me! 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 
 

 

 
 

+++ 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

Turn to those around 
you -- your family, your 
pets, your neighbors, 

your friends --  
and share these words:  
May the peace of Christ  

be with you!  
And also with you! 

 

+++ 
 

 
 

Artwork above 
The Risen Lord  |  Georgiana Houghton  

 

+++ 
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+++ 

 
Prayer of Confession & Words 

of Assurance 
 

Living God,  
we confess that our faith  

is sometimes weak,  
our love for others can be faint,  

our prayers are often timid,  
and our gratitude  

is frequently unconvincing. 
When we stand  

looking toward heaven, 
yet feeling far from you,  
you draw near in mercy  

to forgive us, 
and fill us with your power,  
through the grace of Jesus,  

our resurrected Savior. Amen. 
 

+++ 
 

Artwork above 
Ascension from a Bible moralisee  |  Flemish c.1455-1460 

 
+++ 

 
Signs of New Life 

Throughout Eastertide, we celebrate stories of our members who are finding signs of new life 
springing forth all around us -- a powerful reminder of resurrection hope! 

 

+++ 
 

Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
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+++ 
 

New Testament Reading 
Acts 1:1-11 

 

+++ 
 

Quartet 
Bound for Jubilee  

 

+++ 
 

Homily 
Testimony: Returning Together 

 
+++ 

 

Artwork to the left 
The Ascension  |  JESUS MAFA 

 

JESUS MAFA is a response to the New Testament 
readings from the Lectionary by a Christian 
community in Cameroon, Africa. Each of the 

readings was selected and adapted to dramatic 
interpretation by the community members. 

Photographs of their interpretations were made, and 
these were then transcribed to paintings. 

 
+++ 

 

Hymn: Thine Is the Glory 
 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory Thou o’er death hath won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  

kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay. 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;  

endless is the victory Thou o’er death hath won. 
 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 

Let His church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
for her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory Thou o’er death hath won. 
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+++ 

 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

Amen. 
 

 

+++ 
 

Benediction  
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