
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

EVERYDAY ETHICS: PREACHING IN FEBRUARY 

Throughout the month of February, our lectionary readings 

guide us through the opening words of Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount in the Gospel of Matthew. With broad reach but 

immediate impact on the lived lives of its hearers, these words 

of Jesus ground us in an ethical imagination that guides us on 

how we ought to live -- individually and in relationship with one 

another and the world around us. Over the next several weeks, 

we’ll dig into these ‘everyday ethics’ through the lens of the 

Sermon on the Mount. Come and join! 

 

February 2 

Everyday Ethics: Reversing the Status Quo 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

February 9 

Everyday Ethics: Widening the Scope 

Matthew 5:13-20 

 

February 16 

Everyday Ethics: Elevating our Moral Imagination 

Matthew 5:21-37 

 

February 23 

Everyday Ethics: Love Goes Further 

Matthew 5:38-48 

 

QUARTERLY CHURCH CONFERENCE IS TODAY! 

Please join us for our Quarterly Church Conference today 

following worship.  We will gather together for lunch in Kelly 

Auditorium, and then engage in a brief quarterly church 

conference.  Please make plans to stay for lunch and financial 

update reports as we wrap up the construction phase of our 

building project!  On the menu: spaghetti, salad and rolls. 

Donations will be received to help cover the cost of the meal. 

 

DEVOTIONAL CLASSICS IN THE COMMONS 

Tuesdays, January 14-February 25 | 6:45 am 

Join Pastor David for Devotional Classics in the Commons, our 

early morning study that meets through February 25.  We are 

discussing Barbara Brown Taylor's An Altar in the World.  You 

may order your copy from Amazon or contact David Williamson to 

obtain a copy.   
 

The Devotional Classics in the Commons Lenten study will focus 

on selected readings from The Confessions by Augustine, and will 

meet on Tuesdays at 6:45 am from March 3-April 7. 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMON TABLE BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR EMILY  

Wednesdays, 12:00-1:15pm  |  Ammons-Lolley Commons 

February 12 - April 8 

Common Table resumes again, gathering all sorts of folks for 

the study of the Bible together. Our winter-into-spring study will 

orient us to the overarching narrative of scripture, how we read 

and study it, and how it informs our understanding of God and 

neighbor. With Rachel Held Evans’ Inspired: Slaying Giants, 

Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again as our guide, 

we’ll end our nine-week study having experienced God’s story of 

Love in renewing ways. All are invited to take their lunch hour, 

bring a lunch and a healthy measure of curiosity, and share 

together in fellowship and Bible study around our common 

table! 

 

TRUTH OVER FEAR: The Church's Call to Cultivating Health & 

Hopeful Interface 

A Public Lecture Featuring Dr. Charles Kimball 

Thursday, February 27  |  7:00pm  |  Kelly Auditorium 

Join us as we welcome Dr. Charles Kimball, Presidential 

Professor and Chair of Department of Religious Studies at the 

University of Oklahoma, and author of Truth Over Fear: 

Combating the Lies about Islam - A Guide for Christians & 

Muslims Working Together.  Between 1996-2008, Kimball 

served as Chair of the Department of Religion (1996-2004) and 

professor of comparative religion at Wake Forest University.  

Professor Kimball is a frequent lecturer and an expert analyst 

on issues on the Middle East, Islam, Jewish-Christian-Muslim 

relations, and the intersection of religion and politics in the 

United States.  We are delighted to host Dr. Kimball as part of 

our Innovation for Ministry initiative.  The lecture is free and 

open to the public.  A reception and book signing will follow the 

lecture. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

CPR/First Aid Training | Sunday, February 23 

ALL children and youth workers are asked to attend the 

CPR/First Aid training on Sunday, February 23, immediately 

following worship. We will gather in Kelly Auditorium for lunch 

and the training. Please RSVP by February 16 to Amy McClure 

at amcclure@firstonfifth.org. 

 

 

(over) 
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SHIFT IN WEDNESDAY NIGHT RHYTHMS TO PRIORITIZE 

RELATIONSHIPS, RENEWED IMAGINATION 

After extensive conversations with lay leaders across all the 

vibrant facets of our life together and in response to steadily-

increasing challenges to our weekly Wednesday night gatherings, 

First on Fifth will shift our Wednesday night rhythms and move 

away from a weekly dinner and faith formation for all ages. 
 

Earlier this month on January 8, our staff and leaders whose 

roles directly interface with our Wednesday nights met and 

identified what is most meaningful (and maddening!) about our 

weekly gatherings. Together as staff, outgoing and incoming 

deacon officers and personnel chairs, co-chairs of ministry teams 

for children, youth, adults, seniors, music and arts, Wednesday 

meals, and children’s choir leaders, we named the fruitful 

(deepened relationships, meaningful fellowship, good study) and 

the frustrating (rushed pace, busier lives, fluctuating attendance, 

traffic, new options for churchwide engagement added but 

Wednesday nights unchanged, and a curiosity about how best to 

allocate our church’s time and energy).  
 

Thus, Wednesdays at First on Fifth will remain an active piece of 

our midweek life together, and will continue to see groups 

gathering at the church house throughout the day for 

relationship-building and study. Our building will be open, but 

staff-led programming will be limited. Here’s how these shifts will 

affect each component of our current Wednesday schedule: 

 Wednesday meals -- First on Fifth will no longer provide a 

meal each week. Meals will be provided on special 

occasions (e.g. on Ash Wednesday, or together with a 

Quarterly Church Conference, etc.), and full notice will be 

given in advance through all our regular communication 

channels. 

 Children’s Ministry -- Our leaders within children’s ministry 

and music ministry will continue their conversations about 

how to best attend to the ongoing formation of our children, 

and will use the next several months to evaluate any 

potential addition or structural change to our weekly 

rhythm. In the meantime, be on the lookout for a number of 

new opportunities to strengthen the spiritual lives of our 

kids in worship, missions, and fellowship! For more 

information, please contact Amy McClure 

(amcclure@firstonfifth.org)  

 Youth Ministry -- Our youth will continue to gather each 

week, mostly in homes of our youth. Their Wednesday night 

time will be spent in fellowship with each other and 

preparing for our youth-led worship on June 7. For more 

information, please contact Kim Towles 

(kimtowles@gmail.com).  

 Music Ministry -- Wednesday rehearsals for Adult Handbells 

(6:00-7:00pm) and Sanctuary Choir (7:15-8:30pm) will 

continue each week without interruption. For more 

information, please contact David Williamson 

(dwilliamson@firstonfifth.org)  

 Adult Ministry -- In place of a staff-led large group time of 

faith formation each week, all adults in the congregation 

are encouraged to imagine how this midweek time might 

be spent in ways meaningfully to you. Might you feel called 

to lead or guide a small group study for a short period of 

time? Might your committee or team want to use 

Wednesday nights as a meeting time, particularly in 

collaboration with other committees or teams? Might you 

gather with others to dream of an Innovation for Ministry 

Fund mini-grant? Might you simply grab a meal and come 

to share it together with fellow adults in the joy of simple 

conversation? If you have questions on how to start a new 

group or how to utilize this midweek space for a ministry 

idea, contact Brent Greene (bgreene@firstonfifth.org).  

 Common Table Bible Study (Wednesdays, 12:00-1:15pm, led 

by Pastor Emily) will continue with its seasonal rhythm of 

study. We begin a 9-week study (February 12 - April 8) of 

Rachel Held Evans’ book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking 

on Water, and Loving the Bible Again. For more information, 

contact Emily Hull McGee (ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org). If 

you are an adult interested in small group study, please 

remember that there are a number of groups who meet at 

the church house on Sunday mornings (9:15-10:15am), as 

well groups throughout the week. Contact Brent Greene for 

more information. 
 

In all things, we give thanks for the God who unites us in love 

through all the changing seasons of our life together! 

 

SUPPORTING THE WOMEN'S DOMINCAN REPUBLIC TRIP  

As Lee Anne Stiffler and the rest of the group prepare to depart for 

Mission Emanuel in the Dominican Republic, please remember 

the upcoming deadline for contributions of toothbrushes, 

washcloths or travel sizes of toothpaste, soap, and shampoo to 

help fill the "beans and rice" bags.  Please bring these items to 

church before January 29 and place them in the box labeled 

Women's Trip "Beans and Rice." You will find this box on top of the 

bins in the hallway outside of Kelly Auditorium.  If you have any 

questions, contact Lee Anne Stiffler at lstiffle70@gmail.com. 

Thank you for supporting this group in prayer. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY FILMS 

Our monthly film series resumes on Friday, February 7, at 7 pm in 

Kelly Auditorium. During this series, we will explore the idea of 

family, and how family can transcend blood, race, and even 

divinity.  The screenings will be followed by a discussion. 
 

Our February film is “Loving,” the story of Richard and Mildred 

Loving.  Their arrest in Virginia for interracial marriage culminates 

in the historic 1967 Supreme Court Decision  

(Loving v. Virginia).   This is a tender, wonderfully acted film.  
 

On March 6, we will view “Last Days in the Desert.”  While Yeshua 

makes his way out of the wilderness, he encounters a nomadic 

family and temptations leading to his dramatic test.  This multi-

layered work is sure to spark conversation. 
 

Our spring series wraps up on April 3, when we watch “The Good 

Lie.”  This film follows refugees from the Sudanese Civil War as 

they experience the complexities of life in Kansas City, Missouri 

guided by their employment agency counselor who navigates her 

own challenges.   
 

Admission is free and refreshments will be provided.  Join us 

beginning February 7, at 7 pm in Kelly Auditorium! 

 

"BOLD LOVE" LUNCHEON 

February 13 | 11:30am | Kelly Auditorium 

The Senior Adult ministry team is sponsoring a catered lunch for 

anyone interested in hearing from Chuck Spong, director of 

Love out Loud here in Winston Salem. As we live into our 

mission statement of "Bold Love and Boundless Compassion" 

here in the heart of the city, we have invited Chuck to give us 

tangible ways to do that. He will bring his team of people with 

an interactive presentation. Please RSVP by February 9 to Amy 

McClure at amcclure@firstonfifth.org or sign up on the table 

outside of the Ammons-Lolley Commons. 
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