
 
 Invitation to Worship  ...........................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Prelude 

 Call to Worship  .......................................................................................................................  Kaylee Godfrey 

Leader: I will bless the Lord at all times; 

People: God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

Leader: My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

People: Let the humble hear and be glad. 

Leader:  O magnify the Lord with me, 

People: And let us exalt God’s name together!  

*Hymn 339: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  ...........................................................................  CORONATION 

*Passing of the Peace  ................................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 The Dedication of James Neal Cook 

 Song of Dedication: Take, O Take Me as I Am  .....................................................................................  J. Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Call to Confession: Spirit of God Descend upon My Heart  .........................................................  D. Gustafson 

Sanctuary Choir 
John Hammarback, Oboe 

Jacob Hill, Piano  
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; Wean it from earth; through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, And make me love Thee as I ought to love.  
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.  I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, No sud-
den rending of the veil of clay, No angel visitant, no opening skies; But take the dimness 
of my soul away, Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.  Teach me to feel that Thou art 
always nigh.  Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, To check  the  rising  doubt, 
the rebel sigh,  Teach  me  the  patience of unanswered prayer.  Teach me to love Thee 
as Thine angels love, One holy passion filling all my frame; The baptism of the heaven-
descended Dove.  My heart an altar and thy love the flame.  Spirit of God, descend upon 
my heart. 

The Worship of God 
September 24, 2017 

10:30 am 



 Prayer of Confession  ...............................................................................................................  John Thornton 

Leader:  Let us trust the gentle promptings of God’s Spirit 
  as we confess our sins to God and one another: 
 
People: Merciful God,  
  you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 
  We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. 
  We have not loved you with a pure heart,  
  nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
  We have not done justice, loved kindness, 
  or walked humbly with you, our God. 
  Have mercy on us, O Lord, in your loving-kindness. 
  In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. 
  Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within us. 
  Do not cast us from your presence, 
  or take your Holy Spirit from us. 
  Restore to us the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit 
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Assurance of Forgiveness  .........................................................................................................  John Thornton 

Leader:  God extends mercy beyond our deserving, 
 grace beyond our ability to earn it. 
 
People: God has granted us the privilege 
 of believing in Jesus Christ;  
 therefore we will live as grateful and forgiven people! 
 Thanks be to God! 

 
 New Testament Lesson: Philippians 1:21-30  ..........................................................................  Kaylee Godfrey 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 Prayers for the People  ...............................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 Anthem: How Can I Keep from Singing?  ......................................................................................  B. Ellingboe 

Women’s Chorus 
John Hammarback, Oboe 

Jacob Hill, Piano  
My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentations.  I hear the real, though far
-off hymn that hails a new creation.  No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that 
Rock I’m clinging.  Since love is lord of heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing?  
Through all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing!  It sounds and echoes in 
my soul.  How can I keep from singing?  No storm can shake my inmost calm while to 
that Rock I’m clinging.  Since love is lord of heav’n and earth, how can I keep from 
singing?   What though the tempest ‘round me roar, I hear the Truth.  It liveth.  What 
though the darkness ‘round me close, songs in the night it giveth.  No storm can shake 
my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging.  Since love is lord of heav’n and earth, 
how can I keep from singing?  

 
 Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16  ....................................................................................................  Carlos Mir 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn 376: For the Fruit of All Creation  ....................................................................................  AR HYD Y NOS 



 Sermon: “Kingdom Economics: Earning Wages”  ................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

*Hymn of Response 671: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  ............................................  BEACH SPRING 

All are invited to respond to God now in quiet or public ways. Our church 
welcomes you to share a new desire to follow in the way of Jesus or to 
join our congregation as a member. As we sing, please come to the front 
of the sanctuary and share your commitment with one of our ministers. 

*Offertory Prayer  ..............................................................................................................................  Carlos Mir 

 Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 Offertory 

 Opportunities for Ministry  .....................................................................................................  David Williamson 

*Doxology  ....................................................................................................................  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
O praise God! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One, 
O praise God, O praise God! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*Benediction .........................................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Postlude 
 
*Those who are able will please stand. 

 
“Take, O Take Me as I Am” words and music by John Bell,©1995 The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Used by permission Onelicense.net, #A-720038 

The Prayer of Confession is reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, ©2004 CRC Publications 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Please feel free to contact us if we can be of assistance. 

Rev. Emily Hull McGee Rev. Amy McClure Rev. John Thornton Rev. David Williamson 
Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor 
ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org Children, Senior Adults, Pastoral Care Youth, Adults, Missions Worship, Arts, Administration 
Ext. 116 amcclure@firstonfifth.org jthornton@firstonfifth.org dwilliamson@firstonfifth.org 
 Ext. 111 Ext. 110 Ext. 118 

Ministry Funding Plan 
August  2017 

 Month   YTD  

Contributions & Receipts     63,473 590,859 

Ministry Costs 83,526 658,579 

Over/(Under) Met Needs ( 20,053) ( 67,720) 

Contributions Current Year 64,020 591,127 

Contributions Last Year 69,447 597,613 

Kingdom Economics 
This fall, the lectionary gives us a series of texts -- mostly par-
ables -- filled with economics lessons. Stories of accounts that 
need settling, earned wages of all kinds, duties given and tak-
en, ownership from bottom to top, dues that need paying, and 
a celebration with a strategic guest list give us a glimpse into a 
different economic system. With each story, the commerce 
and practices of the Kingdom of God make stark the contrast 
in which we are to live as followers of Christ. Together in wor-
ship, we’ll explore these lessons in trade and wages and ac-
counts, guided by the God whose economics have changed 
the world! 
 

September 17 
“Kingdom Economics: Settling Accounts” 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

September 24 
“Kingdom Economics: Earning Wages” 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 

October 1 
“Kingdom Economics: Assuming Responsibilities” 

Matthew 21:23-32 

!October 8 
“Kingdom Economics: Cultivating Ownership” 

Matthew 21:33-46 
 

October 15 
“Kingdom Economics: Celebrating the Bounty” 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 22 
“Kingdom Economics: Paying our Dues” 

Matthew 22:15-22 



SUNDAY, September 24 
 9:15 am Bible Study  
 10:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 11:45 am Miissions Committee (Conference Room) 
 

MONDAY, September 25 
   6:00 pm Personnel Committee (Gray Room) 
 

TUESDAY, September 26 
   6:45 am Devotional Classics in the Commons (A-L Commons) 
   9:30 am Open Doors Art Class (Baraca Room) 
   3:00 pm Fair Workers Bag Meal Preparation (Fellowship Hall) 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 27 
   4:00 pm Intercessory Prayer Group (Room 121) 
 4:45 pm Timothy Ringers (Room 215) 
 4:45 pm Youth Handbell Ensemble (Sanctuary) 
 5:15 pm Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:15 pm Missions and Music (Rooms 214, 215) 
 6:15 pm Youth Gym Time (Gym) 
   6:15 pm Nursery Ministry (Room 213) 
 6:15 pm Enneagram Adult Study (Fellowship Hall) 
   6:45 pm Youth Fellowship & Devotions (Youth Loft) 
 7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir (Music Suite) 
 

THURSDAY, September 28 
 12:00 pm Senior Adult Fall Luncheon (Offsite) 
  5:30 pm  Adult Handbell Ensemble (Sanctuary) 
  7:00 pm   Dominican Republic Mission Trip Meeting (offsite) 
 

SUNDAY, October 1 
 9:15 am Bible Study  
 10:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
   

SERVING TODAY 
Deacons of the Week ................. Carlos Mir, Bob Edwards 
Nursery: Babies-Ones  .......... Donnie Tacy, Sibyl Smelcer 
Nursery: Twos-PreK ............ Ray Hawley, Kara Thompson 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE BROADCAST 

Our Sunday Morning Worship Service is televised live at 
10:30am on Cable Channel 1312 and is streamed live  from 
our website at firstonfifth.org. Online giving is available at 
give.firstonfifth.org. 
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"THE COMMON TABLE"  
BEGINS OCTOBER 4 

Hungering for a space for dialogue 
and honest conversation about things 
that matter? Interested in a brief but 
meaningful mid-week lunch break with 
your church family? Curious about 
inviting a friend to check out our be-
loved community? 
 

For the month of October, all are invit-
ed to participate in "Common Table," a 
weekly gathering for fellowship and 
conversation at—you guessed it—a 
common table. Hosted by our ministry 
staff, Common Table will meet each 
Wednesday in October (Oct. 4, 11, 18, 
& 25), from 12:00-1:00 pm in the Am-
mons-Lolley Commons. You will bring 
your lunch, and the minister will bring a 
conversation starter or question 
around which to dialogue. We'll end a 
little before 1:00 to give folks time to 
get back to work within the lunch hour.  
Each week's topic will be different-stay 
tuned to what these will be! This is a 
great way to invite a friend to dip a toe 
into our community of faith.  Come and 
take your seat at our 'common table'! 

 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS CLASS  

FOR NEWCOMERS 
October 1, 8, & 15, 9:15-10:15 am 

All new or prospective members to 
First Baptist are invited to join in a two-
week class called "First Impressions" 
on Sundays, October 1 and 8, to learn 
more about life at First Baptist. Led by 
our pastoral staff and sponsored by 
our Outreach Ministry Team, First Im-
pressions will familiarize newcomers 
with an in-depth look at First Baptist, 
including ways in which people can 
connect with one another, get involved 
in ministry, and join the church. Follow-
ing the completion of these two clas-
ses, participants are invited to tour the 
building with several of our Deacons 
on Sunday, October 15. All First Im-
pressions gatherings (two classes and 
tour) will be held during the Sunday 
School hour (9:15-10:15 am) in Kelly 
Auditorium; coffee and breakfast good-
ies will be provided! For more infor-
mation, please contact Pastor Emily at 
ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org. 
 
  

WOMEN’S MISSION TRIP TO 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

January 13-20, 2018 
We are looking forward to our 15th 
annual women’s mission trip to the 
D.R.  and hope you will consider go-
ing with us this year.  It is a wonderful 
week of “Sharing Faith, Instilling Hope 
and Showering Love.” Our next meet-
ing will be September 28, at 7 pm, at 
the home of Gayle Edwards.  For 
more information, please contact 
Gayle at gcedwards44@gmail.com. 
 

MEALS FOR FAIR WORKERS 
The WMU and Sunday Bible Study 
classes have teamed up to provide a 
meal for the Dixie Classic Fair work-
ers. Donations for this ministry will be 
received in Bible study classes or in 
the Sunday morning offering.  Please 
mark your contributions "Fair Minis-
try." Volunteers are needed to help 
make the meals on September 26 at 
3:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
contact Ellen Tabor at ellenta-
bor@netzero.net with questions.   

 
SENIOR ADULTS FALL TRIP 

LAKE LURE & HENDERSONVILLE 
October 17-18, 2017 

Join the Senior Adults on a fall geta-
way to Lake Lure and Hendersonville, 
NC! We will leave at 8:30 a.m. Tues-
day, October 17, and return by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 18.  Our itiner-
ary includes lodging at the Historic 
Lake Lure Inn (including buffet dinner 
and breakfast); a tour of the Inn's an-
tique music box collection; a boat tour 
on Lake Lure; a visit to a Henderson 
County apple orchard and a farmer's 
market, and more.  There will be less 
walking on this trip than on some of 
our other trips!  Cost of the trip is 
$150. Make reservations as soon as 
possible, but no later than October 3.   
 

MISSIONS AND MUSIC 
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 

Missions and Music, for children 3 yrs-
5th grade, includes learning about 
local and foreign missions, and using 
music to worship God. Contact  Amy 
McClure at amcclure@firstonfifth.org 
o r  A m y  T u r n e r  a t 
aturner@firstonfifth.org for information. 

FALL WEDNESDAY SERIES 
Loving Neighbor, Loving Ourselves 

through the Enneagram 
September 13 - October 11, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

  
Our “Year of Living Neighborly” churchwide emphasis 
takes on yet another facet of neighborly living this fall 
in our Wednesday night fellowship.  The content for 
this deep learning will be the ancient tool for under-
standing personality types called the Enneagram.  Dr. 
Christopher T. Copeland, the Director of Leadership 
Development & Spiritual Life and Assistant Professor 
of the Practice of Spirituality at Wake Forest Universi-
ty School of Divinity is leading us in this study. His 
material draws from the book, The Essential Enne-
agram, by David Daniels and Virginia Price. Reading 
The Essential Enneagram along with the course is 
recommended but not required! Copies of the book 
are $5; see John Thornton to purchase one. 
 

SEPTEMBER BENEVOLENCE NEEDS 
Crisis Control - canned salmon, canned tuna 
Samaritan Ministries - grits, oatmeal  

FELLOWSHIP MEAL  -  Wednesdays, 5:15 pm 
Please sign up for our Wednesday night dinners by going to our web-
site, firstonfifth.org, and using the form on the Wednesday evening activities 
page or by calling Amy Cook. Meals are $4-children and $6-adults with a family 
maximum of $20.  The deadline to sign up each week is Monday at noon. 

http://firstonfifth.org/

