
 Invitation to Worship  ...........................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Prelude: Sonata No.4, Andante ..............................................................................................  F. Mendelssohn 

Jacob Hill, Organ 

 Call to Worship: Psalm 47:1-2,5-9  .......................................................................................  David Williamson 

Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples;  
 shout to God with loud songs of joy.  
 
People: God has gone up with a shout,  
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 
Leader: Sing praises to God, sing praises;  
 
People:  Sing praises to our King, sing praises.  
 
Leader: For God is the king of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm. 
 
People: God is king over the nations;  
 God sits on his holy throne. 
 
Leader: The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham.  
 
People: For the shields of the earth belong to God;  
 he is highly exalted.  

 
*Hymn 352: All Praise to Thee  ....................................................................................................  SINE NOMINE 

*Passing of the Peace  ................................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 A Prayer for Memorial Day  ...................................................................................................  David Williamson 

Leader: God of comfort and peace, 
 on this Memorial Day Weekend we pray for all who suffer as a result of war: 
 for the injured and the disabled, for the mentally distressed,  
 and for those whose faith in God and in other people has been weakened 
 or destroyed by the horrors of war.  
 Lord of comfort and peace, we lift our hearts to you: 
 
People: In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We mourn those who have given the ultimate sacrifice 
 serving our country in all branches of the armed forces. 
 We pray for families who have lost husband, wife, children, or parents, 
 and especially for those who have no hope in Christ to sustain them in their grief. 
 Lord of comfort and peace, we lift our hearts to you: 
 
People: In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We remember before you all who have died in the faith,  
 and pray for all who will die even this day, 
 that they may know the joy of the new kingdom that awaits us— 
 when darkness is overcome by eternal light, 
 when peace and contentment reign forever, 
 when love and forgiveness triumph over war and violence, 
 Lord of comfort and peace, we lift our hearts to you: 
 
People: In your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen. 

The Worship of God 
 Ascension of the Lord 

May 28, 2017 
10:30 am 



Choral Blessing: A Blessing of Peace .......................................................................................... D. Schwoebel 

Sanctuary Choir 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge of God. The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and mind in the knowledge and love of God.  And the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost be among you, and re-
main with you forever, and evermore. Amen. 

 
 Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:44-53 (Pew Bible, NT, p.69) .........................................................................   Carla Diehl 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  Prayer of Confession  ................................................................................................................  Andrew Diehl 

Leader: Jesus tells us that repentance and forgiveness 
 is to be offered in his name. 
 Therefore, let us confess our sins to God,  
 who assures us of new life 
 through the power of Christ’s redeeming love. 
 
People: Living God, 
 we confess that our faith is sometimes weak,  
 our love for others can be faint,  
 our prayers are often timid,  
 and our gratitude is frequently unconvincing. 
 When we stand looking toward heaven,  
 yet feel far from you,  
 you draw near in mercy to forgive us,  
 and fill us with your power,  
 through the grace of Jesus, our resurrected Savior.  
 Amen. 

 
  Assurance of Forgiveness  .........................................................................................................  Andrew Diehl 

Leader: Sisters and brothers, as Christ is our witness,  
 God’s power to pardon is immeasurable. 
 Therefore, proclaim this good news to the ends of the 

earth: through the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
  
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

*Hymn 209: The Head That Once Was Crowned  ..................................................................................  AZMON 

 Prayers for the People  ...............................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 

 Sermon: “Blessing the Distance”  .........................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

*Hymn of Response 219: Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise  ............................................................... LLANFAIR 

All are invited to respond to God now in quiet or public ways. Our church 
welcomes you to share a new desire to follow in the way of Jesus or to 
join our congregation as a member. As we sing, please come to the front 
of the sanctuary and share your commitment with one of our ministers. 
 

*Offertory Prayer  .........................................................................................................................  Bob Edwards 

 Giving of Tithes and Offerings 



Choral Offertory: Look, Ye Saints! ..............................................................................................  Arr. D. Forrest 

Sanctuary Choir 
Jacob Hill and Amy Turner, Piano 

Look, ye saints! The sight is glorious: See the Man of Sorrows now; from the fight returned 
victorious, every knee to Him shall bow: Crown Him! Crown Him! Crowns become the Victor’s 
brow. Crown the Savior! Angels, crown Him! Rich the trophies Jesus brings; in the seat of 
power enthrone Him; while the vault of heaven rings. Crown Him! Crown Him! Crown the 
Savior King of kings. Sinners in derision crowned Him, mocking thus the Savior’s claim; 
Saints and angels crowd around Him, own His title, praise His name! Hark, those bursts of 
acclamation, Hark, those loud triumphant chords! Jesus takes the highest station; O what joy 
the sight affords! Crown Him! Crown Him! King of kings and Lord of lords! 

 

 Opportunities for Ministry  ...........................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

*Doxology   ............................................................................................................................  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below,  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
 

*Benediction .........................................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Postlude: Fanfare .........................................................................................................................  C. Hampton 

Jacob Hill, Organ 

*Those who are able will please stand. 

 
The Prayer of Confession is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ©2013 

 

 
 

FLOWERS 
The flowers have been placed in the sanctuary on this Sunday before Memorial Day in honor and  

memory of all our members  who have given sacrificially in service to our country. 
 
 

PRACTICING OUR FAITH: A WAY OF LIFE FOR A SEARCHING PEOPLE 
Churchwide Summer Sunday School & Worship Emphases 

 
The Christian life is one lived not just in our minds, but in our actions. Following Christ means moving beyond belief to practice, 
and through the practices of Christian faith, one creates a way of life within the Way of Life. 
 
Dorothy Bass calls Christian practices “shared patterns of activity in and through which life together takes shape over time in 
response to and in the light of God as known in Jesus Christ. Woven together, they form a way of life.” In her book Practicing 
Our Faith: A Way of Life for a Searching People, she and a variety of compelling, creative writers map out a list of twelve core 
Christian practices that have anchored the faith over centuries: honoring the body, hospitality, household economics, saying yes 
and saying no, keeping sabbath, testimony, discernment, shaping communities, forgiveness, healing, dying well, and singing our 
faith. In Sunday School and in worship, we will spend twelve weeks exploring these twelve practices of faith, giving you concrete 
tools and language around each practice in your own life.  
 
Our Sunday School hour during the summer months will give each one of us - members of existing Sunday School classes and 
those of you who have not yet found a class - a chance to gather together for one larger teaching and discussion time during the 
Sunday School hour. We enjoyed this time together over the summer season last year, and we’ll gather again throughout this 
summer to talk through practices of the Christian faith. Using the book Practicing Our Faith as our guide, we’ll spend our time in 
Sunday School in both large group teaching and small group conversation. Each existing class may choose to join or remain in 
their regular patterns for the summer. This large group Adult Sunday School will meet in Kelly Auditorium from June 18 through 
September 3, and the specific schedule of dates and topics will be shared soon! 
 
May this season of sharing Christian practices enhance our living of these days! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Please feel free to contact us if we can be of assistance. 

Rev. Emily Hull McGee Rev. Amy McClure Rev. John Thornton Rev. David Williamson 
Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor 
ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org Children, Senior Adults, Pastoral Care Youth, Adults, Missions Worship, Arts, Administration 
Ext. 116 amcclure@firstonfifth.org jthornton@firstonfifth.org dwilliamson@firstonfifth.org 
 Ext. 111 Ext. 110 Ext. 118 



SUNDAY, May 28 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
10:30 am   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 

MONDAY, May 29 
Memorial Day Holiday 
Church Office and Children’s Center Closed  
      

WEDNESDAY, May 31 
 12:00 pm John Jordan Group (Gray Room) 
 4:00 pm Intercessory Prayer Group (Offsite) 
 6:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting (Kelly Auditorium) 
 7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
  

SATURDAY, June 3 
 10:00 am First Friends Preschool Playdate 

   

SUNDAY, June 4 
 8:00 am Deacons’ Meeting (Kelly Auditorium) 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 5:00 pm Special Committee Presentation (Kelly Auditorium) 
   

SERVING TODAY 
Deacons of the Week ................................... Bob Edwards 
 Carlos Mir 
Nursery: Babies-Ones  .................................. Donnie Tacy 
 Clem Peterson 
Nursery: Twos-PreK ................................. Kara Thompson 
 Jean Mallard 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE BROADCAST 

Our Sunday Morning Worship Service is televised live at 
10:30am on Cable Channel 1312 and is streamed live  from 
our website at firstonfifth.org. Online giving is available at 
give.firstonfifth.org. 

 

First Baptist Church   501 West Fifth Street    Winston-Salem NC 27101    ●    336-722-2558    ●    www.firstonfifth.org 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm, Friday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE PRESENTATION 
Sunday, June 4, 5:00 pm 

Kelly Auditorium 
The Special Committee on Facilities and 
Mission. This committee has been hard at 
work over the past year and a half, and the 
June 4 presentation will be a time for the 
church to hear their proposal to “align the 
mission of the church with its physical as-
sets,” as stated in the committee’s job de-
scription. The congregation will gather in 
Kelly Auditorium that night at 5:00 pm. Din-
ner will be provided along with childcare for 
birth through pre-K. The Special Committee 
is eager to share its findings and recommen-
dations to you, as together we celebrate how 
God is at work in our beloved community! 
 
FIRST FRIENDS PRESCHOOL PLAYDATE 

Saturday, June 3 at 10:00 am 
Join your littlest friends at Washington 
Park’s Dinosaur Playground at 10:00 am. 
Stay and play until the little ones are worn 
out and ready for a nap! Contact Whitney 
Webster for more information at whit-
neydwebster @gmail.com 

 
SENIOR ADULT PICNIC 

June 15 at 12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall 
Please join us for our Senior Adult Picnic in 
the Fellowship Hall at 12:00 noon.  Please 
bring sides and desserts. Chicken, drinks 
and paper products will be provided. Sign up 
at the Senior Adult Table. 
 

SUMMER MOVIES 
The FBC Arts Ministry will offer three films 
for viewing and discussion this summer.  In 
this “Year of Living Neighborly” we will con-
sider how the world has been blessed by 
God through what society may consider “the 
other”.    These films offer three unique sto-
ries of individuals who overcame a societal 
obstacle to produce a benefit for socie-
ty.  Screenings will begin at 6:30 pm in Kelly 
Auditorium and admission is free. Refresh-
ments will be provided. Parental guidance 
ratings are listed beside each movie title.  
Childcare and a children’s movie (5th grade 
and under) will be available by contacting 
Amy McClure at amcclure @firstonfifth.org 
by the date listed for your reservation.  

June 9 
Temple Grandin (PG) 

RSVP for childcare by June 5  
July 14 

The Imitation Game (PG-13) 
RSVP for childcare by July 10  

August 11 
The Man Who Knew Infinity (PG-13) 

RSVP for childcare by August 7 
 

Blessing the Distance 
from “Circle of Grace”  

by Jan Richardson 
 

It is a mystery to me  
how as the distance 
between us grows,  
the larger this blessing 
becomes,  
 
as if the shape of it 
depends on absence,  
as if it finds its form 
not by what  
it can cling to 
but by the space 
that arcs 
between us 
 
As this blessing 
makes its way,  
first it will cease 
to measure itself 
by time. 
 
Then it will release 
how attached it has become 
to this place  
where we have lived, 
where we have learned 
to know one another 
in proximity and 
presence. 
 
Next this blessing 
will abandon  
the patterns 
in which it moved,  
the habits that helped it 
recognize itself,  
the familiar pathways  
it traced. 
 
Finally this blessing 
will touch its fingers  
to your brow,  
your eyes,  
your mouth;  
it will hold 
your beloved face 
in both its hands,  
 
and then 
it will let you go;  
it will loose you 
into your life; 
it will leave 
each hindering thing 
until all that breathes 
between us 
is blessing 
and all that beats 
between us 
is grace. 

 

JUNE BENEVOLENCE NEEDS  
Samaritan Ministries 

pork loin, disposable razors, socks 
Crisis Control 

canned meats (salmon, beef, ham) 
 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
We will be recognizing all 2017 graduates during 
the June 11 worship service and listing them in 
the worship folder that day. If you have a family 
member graduating this year, please submit the 
following information to Amy Turner at 
aturner@firstonfifth.org by Sunday, June 4: the 
graduate’s name, degree, school attended, rela-
tionship to you, and, if applicable, where the grad-
uate plans to attend further study.  
 

STREET SCHOOL GRADUATION 
You are invited to attend the Winston-Salem 
Street School graduation ceremony on Thursday, 
June 8 at 6:30 pm.  The event will be held at 
Augsburg Lutheran Church located at 845 West 
Fifth Street in Winston-Salem.  Please plan to 
attend this special ceremony and see how God is 
changing lives through this ministry.   


