
 Invitation to Worship  ...........................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Prelude: Soliloquy ..............................................................................................................................  H. Willan 

Jacob Hill, Organ 

 Prayer of the Day  .......................................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

Please read in unison. 
 

Almighty God,  
in Christ you have shown us the way,  
revealed to us your truth,  
and offered to us everlasting life. 
Open our eyes and illumine our hearts  
that we may see your path more clearly,  
know your truth more fully,  
and receive your life more abundantly;  
through the risen Christ who dwells with you 
and the Holy Spirit in eternal glory. Amen. 

 
*Hymn 222: Thine Is the Glory  .....................................................................................................  MACCABEUS 

*Passing of the Peace  .........................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

A Litany for Mother’s Day  .....................................................................................................  David Williamson 

Leader:  Compassionate God, pour out your blessing on our mothers. 
 You have made them in your image and given them children to love and care for in your name.   
  
People: You have blessed them with hearts that teach us about your heart: 
 Loving and kind, comforting and strong, nurturing and grace-filled. 
 On this day we remember them and celebrate their vital presence in our lives. 
  
Leader: We also remember Esther, who was adopted and raised by her cousin. 
 
People: God who embraces us all, we pray for adoptive parents  
 whose generous love mirrors your own. 
 
Leader: We remember the mother of Moses, who placed him into a raft on the river. 
 
People: Saving God, we pray for parents who struggle to raise their children 
 in oppressive circumstances. 
 
Leader: We remember Hannah, who loved her child so much she handed him over to another to raise. 
 
People: Loving God, we pray for parents who have placed their child in another family. 
 
Leader: We remember Naomi, who grieved the death of her sons. 
 
People: God, who grieves with us, we pray for parents who mourn the death of a child. 
 
Leader: We remember Ruth, who gave up her family to be family to another. 
 
People: Inclusive God, we pray for those who choose to be family to those 
 isolated by culture or language or distance. 
 
Leader: We remember Elizabeth, who had a child in old age and we remember Mary,  
 who had a child as a teenager. 
 
People: Ageless God, we pray that as a community we accept people of varying life stages 
 and responsibilities and relationships. 

 

The Worship of God 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2017 
10:30 am 



Leader: We remember Lois and Eunice, who taught Timothy faith by example. 
 
People: Faithful God we pray for those who teach us faith by their lives,  
 may we remember that we also teach about you in the way we live. 
 
Leader: We remember those who remain nameless in the Scriptures, like the mother of the prodigal son. 
 
People: Companion God, we pray for those who are cut off from family and friends  
 by distance and disagreement.  
 Mothering God, we give thanks for all who nurture our lives by their presence, 
 who teach us about your abundant love, who encourage us to journey in faith. 
 Amen. 

 

 Anthem: Peace I Leave with You  ...........................................................................................  F. Mendelssohn 

Sanctuary Choir 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  
Let not your heart be troubled; do not let it be afraid.  
Receive my peace. Amen. 

 
 Gospel Lesson: John 14:1-14 (Pew Bible, NT, p.83) .......................................................................   John Kearney 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 Prayer of Confession  .................................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

Leader: Trusting in Jesus as the way, the truth and the life,  
 let us confess our sins. 
 
People: Holy God, your promises are ever true. 
 Yet we live in this world as though there is no place  
 prepared for us in the world to come. 
 We have strayed from the way. 
 We have been slow to embrace the truth,  
 We have chosen death over life. 
 Through our actions we have ignored the way, the truth,  
 and the life given to us so clearly in the person of Jesus Christ.  
 Forgive our sin and heal our troubled hearts. 
 Help us to live in the light of your promised return,  
 and to ask and act boldly in your name. 
 For we desire to live out your great work of Love in this world. 
 We pray in the name of the One who taught us the way, 
 who lived out the truth, and gave us life, even Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

  Assurance of Forgiveness: 1 Peter 2:9-10  ................................................................................  Amy McClure 
 

Leader: You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous lights.  Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.  

 Sisters and brothers, believe the gospel:  
 through Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

*Hymn 246: The Church’s One Foundation  .........................................................................................  AURELIA 

 Call to Prayer: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (Pew Bible, OT, p.393)  .................................................. Jill and Micah Knight 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 Prayers for the People  .........................................................................................................  David Williamson 

Leader:  Trusting in your unfailing love, we pray: 

People:  Into your hands we commit our spirits. 



 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

 Sermon: “Blessing the Way”  ...............................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

*Hymn of Response 443: Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know ...............................................................  HENDON 

All are invited to respond to God now in quiet or public ways. Our church 
welcomes you to share a new desire to follow in the way of Jesus or to 
join our congregation as a member. As we sing, please come to the front 
of the sanctuary and share your commitment with one of our ministers. 
 

*Offertory Prayer  ........................................................................................................................  Scott Hudgins 

 Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 Offertory: Great and Glorious  .........................................................................................................  F.J. Haydn 

Sanctuary Choir 

Great and glorious is the Lord in majesty, glorious in power eternal, mighty and 
loving Father; praise Him for His greatness, praise Him for all His exceeding 
greatness.  Great and glorious, mighty in awful majesty, let all extol Him for ever-
more.  Praise ye the Lord, for it is good to sing praises unto our God;  glorious and 
mighty, loving Father, glorious ever in majesty.  Praise to Thy name, Thy holy 
name forevermore.  God is nigh to all that call truly upon Him; the Lord upholdeth 
all who fall, and gently He upraiseth those who are bowed down.  Great and glori-
ous, mighty and loving Father in power eternal.  Great and glorious; call upon 
Him, mighty and loving, glorious ever in majesty. 

 
 Opportunities for Ministry  .....................................................................................................  David Williamson 

*Doxology  ....................................................................................................................  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
O praise God! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One, 
O praise God, O praise God! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*Benediction .........................................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Postlude: Trumpet Tune ...............................................................................................................  C. Hampton 

Jacob Hill, Organ 

*Those who are able will please stand. 
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PASTORAL STAFF 

Please feel free to contact us if we can be of assistance. 

Rev. Emily Hull McGee Rev. Amy McClure Rev. John Thornton Rev. David Williamson 
Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor 
ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org Children, Senior Adults, Pastoral Care Youth, Adults, Missions Worship, Arts, Administration 
Ext. 116 amcclure@firstonfifth.org jthornton@firstonfifth.org dwilliamson@firstonfifth.org 
 Ext. 111 Ext. 110 Ext. 118 



SUNDAY, May 14 
 9:15 am First Impressions Class (Kelly Auditorium) 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
10:30 am   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 

MONDAY, May 15 
 5:30 pm WMU Circle #5 (Offsite) 
      

TUESDAY, May 16 
 9:30 am Open Doors Art Class (Baraca) 
 4:30 pm Finance Committee (Conference Room) 
 

WEDNESDAY, May 17 
 10:00 am Children’s Movie Time (Kelly Auditorium) 
 11:30 am Outreach Team Meeting (Offsite)  
 12:00 pm John Jordan Group (Gray Room) 
 2:00 pm Nominating Committee (Conference Room) 
 4:00 pm Intercessory Prayer Group (Room 121) 
 7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
  

THURSDAY, May 18 
 5:30 pm Adult Handbell Choir (Sanctuary) 
 

FRIDAY, May 19 
 11:30 am Scholarship Committee (Gray Room) 
 2:00 pm Miissions Committee (Conference Room) 

   

SUNDAY, May 21 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
   

SERVING TODAY 
Deacon of the Week Scott Hudgins 
Nursery: Babies-Ones  .............................. Gayle Edwards 
 Sibyl Smelcer 
Nursery: Twos-PreK ..................................... Bob Edwards 
 Jean Mallard 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE BROADCAST 

Our Sunday Morning Worship Service is televised live at 
10:30am on Cable Channel 1312 and is streamed live  from 
our website at firstonfifth.org. Online giving is available at 
give.firstonfifth.org. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON  
FACILITIES AND MISSION 

PRESENTATION 
Sunday, June 4, 5:00 pm 

Kelly Auditorium 
Please make every effort to be pre-
sent on Sunday, June 4, for a signif-
icant presentation to the church 
from the Special Committee on Fa-
cilities and Mission. This committee 
has been hard at work over the past 
year and a half, and the June 4 
presentation will be a time for the 
church to hear their proposal to 
“align the mission of the church with 
its physical assets,” as stated in the 
committee’s job description. The 
congregation will gather in Kelly 
Auditorium that night at 5:00 pm. 
Dinner will be served, and childcare 
for birth through pre-K will be provid-
ed. The Special Committee is eager 
to share its findings and recommen-
dations to you, as together we cele-
brate how God is at work in our be-
loved community! 
 

SENIOR ADULT PICNIC 
June 15 at 12:00 noon 

Fellowship Hall 
Please join us for our Senior Adult 
Picnic on June 15, 2017 in the First 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall at 
12:00 noon.  Please bring sides and 
desserts. Chicken, drinks and paper 
products will be provided. Sign up at 
the Senior Adult table. 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
We will be recognizing all 2017 
graduates during the June 11 wor-
ship service and listing them in the 
worship folder that day. If you have 
a family member graduating this 
year, please submit the following 
information to Amy Turner at 
aturner@firstonfifth.org by Sunday, 
June 4: the graduate’s name, de-
gree, school attended, relationship 
to you, and, if applicable, where the 
graduate plans to attend further 
study.  

SERMON SERIES 
To Bless the Space Between Us 

In her book, Circle of Grace: A 
Book of Blessings for the Seasons, 
poet Jan Richardson says “a bless-
ing is a distinctive constellation of 
words designed to call upon and 
convey God’s deepest desire for 
our wholeness and well-being, both 
individually and in community.” 
Through the final weeks of his 
earthly presence after resurrection, 
Jesus shares words of blessing 
with his disciples. These words 
surely brought comfort to them, and 
even removed by generations, 
bring comfort to us still. Over the 
next three weeks, we will explore 
these blessings of Jesus that 
stretch across time and space for 
the wholeness of the world he so 
loved.  

May 14 
John 14:1-14 

“Blessing the Way” 
 

May 21 
John 14:15-21 

“Blessing the Presence” 
 

May 28 
Luke 24:44-53 

“Blessing the Distance” 
 
 

 

 
MAY BENEVOLENCE NEEDS 

 

Samaritan Ministries grits, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste 
 

Crisis Control Saltine and snack crackers 

FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given by Benny and Mary 
Ann Bowes with thanks and appreciation to our Wednesday Meal 
Team for their faithful service.   Team members are Mark Whitting-
ton, Phronsie Jordan, Fran Stewart, Nancy and John Baxley, Bill 
and Betty Scales, and Nancy and Emil Nathan. 


