
 
 Invitation to Worship  ...........................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Prelude: Plein Jeu from “Mass for the Convents” ...........................................................................  F. Couperin 

Jacob Hill, Organ 

 Opening Scripture: Acts 2:42-47  ..........................................................................................  David Williamson 

42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43

Awe came upon everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 

44
All who believed were 

together and had all things in common; 
45

they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

46
Day by day, as they 

spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 

47
praising God and having the goodwill of 

all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.  

 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 Call to Worship  ....................................................................................................................  David Williamson 

Leader:  Sisters and brothers, let us gather together 
 with glad and generous hearts. 
 
People: For many signs and wonders are being done among us. 

Leader: Let us break bread together and share our lives in common. 

People: Let us give what we can to all who have needs 
 so that all people, no matter who they are,  
 may regard us with good will. 
 
Leader:  Let us devote ourselves to our prayers and to the gospel. 

People: For in this way God will add to our numbers every day. 
 

  
*Hymn 477: We Are Called to Be God’s People  .....................................................................  AUSTRIAN HYMN 

*Passing of the Peace  ..........................................................................................................  David Williamson 

Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 Gospel Lesson: John 10:1-10 (Pew Bible, NT, p.79)  .......................................................................  Sheree Jones 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 Anthem: The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ......................................................................................  J.N. Beck 

Sanctuary Choir 

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; I nothing 
lack if I am His, And He is mine forever.  Where streams of living water 
flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth, And where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feedeth.  In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, With Thee, 
dear Lord, beside me, Thy rod and staff my comfort still; Thy cross before 
to guide me.  And so through all the length of days, Thy goodness faileth 
never.  Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever.  
Amen.  
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 Prayer of Confession  ..........................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

Leader:  Friends, in as much as God is our shepherd, let us not fear, 
 but confess our sin that God may restore our souls. 
 
People: Good Shepherd, you long to gather us in,  
 but we stray in many directions. 
 Instead of right paths,  
 we have chosen greed, envy, and indifference. 
 Instead of your promised still waters,  
 we have settled for the frantic pace of our society. 
 You have promised to comfort us, 
 but too often we make ourselves comfortable 
 at the expense of those in need.  
 Forgive us, Lord, and restore our souls. 
 Lead us back into your fold of goodness and mercy 
 that we may serve you all the day of our lives. 
 We pray in the name of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Amen. 

 

 Assurance of Forgiveness: 1 Peter 2:24-25  ........................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

Leader:  Jesus carried in his own body on the cross the sins we commit-
ted. He did this so that we might live in righteousness, having 
nothing to do with sin. By his wounds you were healed. Though 
you were like straying sheep, you have now returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your lives.  

 Believe the Gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

*Hymn 196: Alleluia No.1  ..........................................................................................................  ALLELUIA NO.1 

 Prayers for the People  ...............................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 New Testament Lesson: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 (Pew Bible, NT, p.141) .................................................  John Hanes 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 Bearing Witness to Generosity  ..................................................................................................  Scott Hudgins 

 Congregational Response: Halle, Halle  ..........................................................................  Caribbean Folk Song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sermon: “Sowing Generously, Sharing Abundantly: Gratitude”  ...........................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Celebration of Communion and Giving of Tithes and Offerings 



 Anthem: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ......................................................................................  J. Neander 

Sanctuary Choir 

Open now Thy gates of beauty; come Thou also down to thine. Here our souls find joy-
ful duty, here on earth is heaven's kind.  To our hearts, O enter Thou; let them be Thy 
temple now.  Speak, O Lord, and we will hear Thee, let Thy will be done indeed.  May 
we undisturbed draw near Thee while Thou dost Thy people feed.  Here of life the 
fountain flows, here is balm for all our woes.  Here Thy praise is gladly chanted, here 
Thy seed is gladly sown.  Let our souls where they are planted bring forth precious fruit 
alone.  Grant that all our lives may be purest service, Lord, for Thee. 

 
*Hymn of Response 670: Take My Gifts and Let Me Love You .............................................................  MADILL 

All are invited to respond to God now in quiet or public ways. Our church 
welcomes you to share a new desire to follow in the way of Jesus or to 
join our congregation as a member. As we sing, please come to the front 
of the sanctuary and share your commitment with one of our ministers. 

 
 Opportunities for Ministry  ...........................................................................................................  Amy McClure 

*Doxology   ............................................................................................................................  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below,  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

*Benediction .........................................................................................................................  Emily Hull McGee 

 Postlude: Rigaudon.........................................................................................................................  A. Campra 

Jacob Hill, Organ 

*Those who are able will please stand. 
 

 
The Call to Worship is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, ©2013 

 
 

Flowers 
The flowers have been placed in the sanctuary to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of Wava Howard by Roger and Mary Ruth Howard. 
 
 

Sowing Generously, Sharing Abundantly: Our Response 
To conclude our three weeks of discussing generosity in worship, today you will be invited to offer a 
financial response to God. This is not a special offering for an institutional need, but rather simply an 
invitation to respond to the generosity and abundance of God that you've experienced in your life.  This 
could look several ways for you: 
 

Giving for the first time -- what might it feel like to separate from some of your money 

and give it to God's work of Love through First Baptist? 

Tithing for the first time -- how might you be shaped in faith by bringing your "first fruits" 

to God through offering 10% of your income today? 

Catching up on your giving -- if you have fallen behind on the giving you have intended 

to God through the ministries of First Baptist, what if you offered a "catch up" today? 

Giving on unexpected or additional resources -- what would abundant sharing look like 

for you on an unexpected or additional resource of money that you've recently received? 
 

May we all feel God's promise of generosity and give without fear, 
sowing generously and sharing abundantly just as God has done for us! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Please feel free to contact us if we can be of assistance. 

Rev. Emily Hull McGee Rev. Amy McClure Rev. John Thornton Rev. David Williamson 
Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor 
ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org Children, Senior Adults, Pastoral Care Youth, Adults, Missions Worship, Arts, Administration 
Ext. 116 amcclure@firstonfifth.org jthornton@firstonfifth.org dwilliamson@firstonfifth.org 
 Ext. 111 Ext. 110 Ext. 118 



SUNDAY, May 7 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
 9:15 am First Impressions Class (Kelly Auditorium) 
10:30 am   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 

MONDAY, May 8 
 5:30 pm House and Grounds Meeting (Gray Room) 
      

TUESDAY, May 9 
 9:30 am Open Doors Art Class (Baraca) 
 12:00 pm Children’s Center Committee (Gray Room) 
 

WEDNESDAY, May 10 
 12:00 pm John Jordan Group (Gray Room) 
 4:00 pm Intercessory Prayer Group (Room 121) 
 7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
   

SUNDAY, May 14 
 9:15 am Bible Study 
 10:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary)  

 
SERVING TODAY 

Deacons of the Week .................................... Fran Stewart 
 Chris Gambill 
Nursery: Babies-Ones  .................................. Donnie Tacy 
 Josh McGee 
Nursery: Twos-PreK ........................................ Marty Cook 
 Anne Rais 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE BROADCAST 

Our Sunday Morning Worship Service is televised live at 
10:30am on Cable Channel 1312 and is streamed live  from 
our website at firstonfifth.org. Online giving is available at 
give.firstonfifth.org. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON  
FACILITIES AND MISSION 

PRESENTATION 
Sunday, June 4 at 5:00 pm 

Kelly Auditorium 
Please make every effort to be pre-
sent on Sunday, June 4, for a signif-
icant presentation to the church 
from the Special Committee on Fa-
cilities and Mission. This committee 
has been hard at work over the past 
year and a half, and the June 4 
presentation will be a time for the 
church to hear their proposal to 
“align the mission of the church with 
its physical assets,” as stated in the 
committee’s job description. The 
congregation will gather in Kelly 
Auditorium that night at 5:00 pm. 
Dinner will be served, and childcare 
for birth through pre-K will be provid-
ed. The Special Committee is eager 
to share its findings and recommen-
dations to you, as together we cele-
brate how God is at work in our be-
loved community! 
 

SENIOR ADULT PICNIC 
June 15 at 12 Noon 

Fellowship Hall 
Please join us for the Senior Adult 
Picnic June15, 2017 in the First 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall at 12 
noon.  Please bring sides and des-
serts. Chicken, drinks and paper 
products will be provided. Sign up at 
the Senior Adult table. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS CLASS 
Sunday, May 14 

New or prospective members are 
invited to join in the second half of 
our two-week class to learn more 
about life at First Baptist. First Im-
pressions will familiarize newcom-
ers with First Baptist, including 
ways by which people can connect 
with one another, get involved in 
ministry, and join the church. First 
Impressions will be held during the 
Sunday School hour (9:15-10:15 
am) in Kelly Auditorium. For more 
information, contact Pastor Emily at 
ehullmcgee@firstonfifth.org. 

 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

We will be recognizing all 2017 
graduates during the June 11 wor-
ship service and listing them in the 
worship folder that day. If you have 
a family member graduating this 
year, please submit the following 
information to Amy Turner at 
aturner@firstonfifth.org by Sunday, 
June 4: the graduate’s name, de-
gree, school attended, relationship 
to you, and, if applicable, where the 
graduate plans to attend further 
study.  

 

 
MAY BENEVOLENCE NEEDS 

 

Samaritan Ministries grits, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste 
 

Crisis Control Saltine and snack crackers 
 
 

 


